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Why change scheme?

• Letters and Sounds – just not enough!

• A scheme which provides staff with all the 

tools necessary to teach high quality phonics 

lessons.

• Inclusion – whole class approach.

• Continuity, fidelity and consistency.



What is Rocket Phonics and why this scheme?

• A fully resourced, systematic synthetic phonics programme.

• Rocket Phonics directly links to reading scheme. 

• Emphasis on both blending for reading, segmenting for 

writing and a clear progression of skills.

• Resources are high quality. 

• Develops core literacy skills.

• Develops independence. 

• Interactive, engaging and fun! 

A programme which allows our children to ‘keep up’, rather 

than ‘catch up’. 



Expectations for the end of KS1 – word reading

Word reading

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the 

graphemes taught so far, recognising alternative sounds for graphemes

• read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same 

graphemes as above

• read words containing common suffixes

• read further common exception words, noting unusual 

correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in 

the word

• read words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and 

blending, when they’ve been frequently encountered

• read aloud books at their level, sounding out unfamiliar words 

accurately, automatically, without undue hesitation

• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 

reading



So, what does a Rocket Phonics lesson look like…

English - Phonics - Sound Mats 

https://www.ststephensprimaryschool.co.uk/english-3/


Daily lesson breakdown:

Revise and Revisit

Teach 

Practise 

Apply 



Common Exception Words

Revisit and Revise 



Teach

Do you know any words which contain

the ar grapheme?



• Orally segment words containing ar grapheme.  Car, park, farm, 
star.

• Use sound fingers to scaffold.

• Use dashes to write words containing m – mat / man.

- - - - - -

• Reinforce letter formation – a - r.

• Children practise formation on whiteboards / air write. 

• Model writing a sentence -.

Teach

Segmenting focus



Practise

Blending for reading 

Lots of sound talk and counting graphemes

Sound fingers 

Segmenting for writing

Sound talk and counting phonemes in each word

Sound dashes – to help segment the word 

For example: dog       d-o-g       _____    _____     ______



Big Book

1. Read the words in the 

lozenges (bubbles) 

2. Use sound talk

3. T reads the text and 

pupils identify words 

containing the ar

grapheme

Use this opportunity to 

discuss any new/unfamiliar 

vocabulary



Apply – Pupil Practice Workbook 



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• 40 words – 20 decodable pseudo words and 20 

decodable real words 

• Administered in June 2022

• 1:1 with an adult

• Pass rate usually around 32/33 

• Results communicated with families at the end of 

the summer term.



Reading scheme 

Target Practice Reader Rocket Phonics Reader

Reading Planet Online



How to support your child at home



How to support at home:

• Read with your child daily. 

• Use sound talk/chunk words/play phonics games (see handout).

• Use picture clues.

• Talk about the things they have read.

• Ask questions.

• Talk about the new and interesting vocabulary – look it up on 
the Ipad/tablet/phone.

• Be a storyteller – make up a tale!

• Make it fun – use of finger puppets, story mapping, silly voices. 

• No distractions – focus your time and energy on the book.



Home learning -YEAR 1
Reading Homework Book:

Worksheet linked to phonics book to be completed every week.

This homework will be sent home after the half term holiday. 

Spelling Homework

Spellings linked to phonics lessons and Year1/2 Common Exception Words.

Test every Monday morning. 



Handwriting – letter formation

Children in Year 1 enjoy daily handwriting sessions, practising the correct way to form each 

letter, as well as learning new joins. 



Reading  Village
Our Reading Village is an amazing resource for you to visit with your child. Stay and 

enjoy reading together or simply borrow some books to read at home. It is open 

every day immediately after school until 3.45pm.  Classes will visit on a rota basis 

beginning this term. 



Book swap boxes 
In the main school playground, there are several Book SwapBoxes. These are to 

be used by the children, where they can bring in a book they no longer wish to 

keep and swap it for another in the box. Take a look at the end of the day!

• Books must be in good condition.

• Boxes must be locked after use.

• One book in, one book out.



Gentle Reminders:

• Phonics book changed on a Friday.

• Home reading book changed on a Tuesday.

• Reading diary must be returned daily and signed to show 

that your child has read.

• Spellings goes out on a Monday and tested the following 

Monday.

• Homework goes out on a Friday to be returned the 

following Tuesday.




